
Uncommon, Common Sense - Global Warming. By Denie Hiestand

Time magazine in late 1983 was telling us to be worried about the impending era of “glaciation” that 
was upon us. In fact, earth was years overdue for a “cold snap.” According to earth temperature history, 
(1) there has been a very sharp drop in surface temperature, on average, every one hundred thousand 
years, give or take a few thousand years, for the last four hundred thousand years.  Preceding each of 
theses “ice ages” the records show a spike in warmer surface temperature. We are about twenty five or 
so thousand years late in experiencing this short warmer time which only lasts on average for ten 
thousand years. The rest of the time the earth is largely covered in ice. 
 Eighteen thousand years ago a large part of the United States was covered in ice and then 
began to recede. At about the same time, Fox Glacier, on New Zealand’s South Island’s West Coast 
pushed out into the Tasman Sea for approximately 30 miles. Within the next five thousand years a large 
part melted but the ice sheet still reached down into central Ohio in the US and the Fox Glacier receded 
to dry land. A thousand years later the US was largely ice free and the Fox was retreating back to the 
mountains. 
 “Be Worried. Be Very Worried,” said the cover of Time in April last year, earth warming is here 
and us inconsiderate, car driving, comfort-addicted humans are to blame. Strange that, I was not aware 
of any cars, SUVs or coal burning power stations built by us inconsiderate humans ten thousand years 
ago or for that matter a hundred and twenty thousand years ago, let alone the short warm period of 
about five thousand years, a hundred thousand years before that. Oh my goodness, we must have 
been real bad kids back three hundred and fifty thousand years ago because there was a ten thousand 
year warming. This current warming started thousands of years before gas-guzzling SUVs.
 The truth is, Earth goes through cyclic periods of warming surface temperature that has nothing 
to do with our CO2 emissions. Yes CO2 is in higher concentrations in the atmosphere than in the past, 
but is CO2 a major “greenhouse” gas? Logic and chemistry say all CO2 is the same, whether it is 
exhaled from the tail pipe of a BMW, or from under the tail of a cow, or wafts off the rotting rain forest of 
the Amazon or New Zealand’s West Coast. Wrong say the greenhouse theorists. Man’s contribution to 
the greenhouse is different and only man’s exhaustings count.
 Let’s look at this greenhouse theory of global warming. Earth would be just another icy rock 
hurtling through space if it were not for our atmosphere. This thin layer of gases allows the sun’s heat in 
but resists its re-radiation back into space. Result: Earth is warmed. Our atmosphere is mostly 
composed of nitrogen (78 percent), Oxygen (21 percent), argon (0.93 percent), and CO2 (0.04 
percent). Gases, such as methane, nitrous oxide and many others are present in trace amounts. The 
lower atmosphere, about 95 percent of all molecules live within the lowest 15 miles, also contains water 
vapor of varying amounts, up to four percent by volume.
 The Kyoto Protocol rated each gas for its warming potency. Nitrogen and oxygen are not 
greenhouse gases and have no warming effect. CO2 had LOW warming potency, but its relatively high 
concentration makes it responsible for 72 percent of Kyoto’s equation. Methane (natural gas) is 21 
times more potent than CO2, but its low concentration contributes to only 7 percent of Kyoto’s equation. 
Nitrous oxide, mostly nature’s creation, is 310 times more potent than CO2, but again, its low 
concentration keeps its warming effect to about 19 percent.
 And now, for an inconvenient truth about CO2 and where it comes from- nature generates about 
30 times as much of it as does man. That’s not 30 percent more-
THAT’S 30 TIMES more. Yet the warming worriers are unconcerned about nature’s outpouring. They-
and Helen Clark-are alarmed only about anthropogenic CO2, that is, the 3.2 percent caused by us 
inconsiderate humans. 
 This finger-pointing ignores yet another inconvenient truth about CO2. The fact is that CO2 is a 
MINOR contributor to the greenhouse effect when water vapor is taken into consideration. When water 
vapor is brought into the equation, the greenhouse gases of CO2, methane and nitrous oxide together, 
produce less than 2 percent of the greenhouse effect. If you took the anthropogenic CO2 (the bit we 
make) content and brought in the water vapor equation, then us inconsiderate humans are only 
responsible for LESS THAN 0.1 OF ONE PERCENT of the greenhouse effect(2). If we stopped ALL of 
our CO2 emissions right this minute, not one bit of noticeable global warming would change. Earth is 
doing its thing and we are along for the ride.
 If water vapor is the dominant greenhouse gas (that’s why you don’t get a frost on a cloudy 
winters night because the water vapor ‘clouds’ hold in the heat), why is it, that Al Gore, Helen Clark and 



others focus on CO2. Let’s call it “politics of the possible”. Water vapor is almost entirely natural. Its 
production is beyond the reach of our spanners and screwdrivers. And, dare I say it, beyond the reach 
of the fear mongering tax gatherers.
 When 189 delegates met at Kyoto in December of 1997 to discuss global climate change (which 
is happening, has happened in the past and will happen in the future) they could hardly vote to do 
nothing. This current warming period will cost some countries many billions of dollars as food 
production, agriculture systems, water availability, weather extremes, etc, will force change on the 
landscape. The money has to come from somewhere, and to create a fear, one that can be taxed, that 
the misinformed masses will embrace, then, as a government you have it made. Billions of dollars can 
be extorted from the people to fix a problem that does not exist. CO2 as an issue in global warming 
DOES NOT EXIST. CO2 is a trivial influence on global warming compared with water vapor.
 However, global warming does exist and is happening, but it is a natural and repetitive earth 
cycle. Yes, it will affect us all in some way and may well cost some countries many billions. Fine, we 
can all accept that; just don’t lie to us so you can tax us way before, or even if, it’s needed at all. In New  
Zealand, a bit of warming will be a good thing. We get our wealth from agricultural exports, and warmer, 
wetter (more water vapor means more rain) weather is the surest and cheapest way to increase 
production. Also, just try to tell the folks living in Canada or the US mid-west that a little warmer climate 
is a bad thing!!!! One downside is that Florida may miss out on its winter visitors somewhat and our 
yearly trek north to the Pacific Islands might have a lower priority.
 In deciding that it couldn’t reduce water vapor, Kyoto really decided it couldn’t reduce global 
warming. But that “inconvenient” truth wouldn’t make much of a movie and also make it difficult for the 
fear mongers to spin into taxation.

(1) Climate and atmospheric history of the past 420,000 years from the Vostok ice core, Antarctica. J.R. 
Petit, Nature 399: 429-436
(2) Richard S. Lindzen of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
Lindzen is known as “the most renowned climatologist in all the world”  
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